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Time is running out in the battle for 
our planet, but as the participants of 
the concluding talk point out, there are 
constructive ways to stop the destruc-
tion before it is too late.

Nature has been mankind’s best 
friend, with half of our emissions 
being absorbed by forests, land, and 
oceans. But as Executive Director of 
the Stockholm Environment Insti-
tute (SEI) and Stockholm Resilience 
Center, Johan Rockström says, this 
capacity is now cracking. With the 
earth’s temperature continually 
rising, catastrophic consequences 
are occurring faster than previously 
imagined and the resilience of the 
planet and its capacity to absorb our 
treatment is being reduced.
	 But there are ways to improve 
the situation and a number of solu-
tions were discussed by Rockström 
and the other experts on the Swed-
ish Postcode Lottery Climate Event 
concluding talk. It was led by Vice 
President of the European Commis-
sion and former European Commis-
sioner for the Environment, Margot 

Wallström. Also gathered around 
the table were the evening’s key 
speakers Bill Clinton, Tony Blair and 
Wangari Maathai, along with Swed-
ish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt.

Their suggestions included 
the following:

�™����E�d�l�Z�g���e�a�V�c�i�h���X�V�c���W�Z���W�j�^�a�i���b�d�g�Z��
effectively and utilized more ef-
ficiently. We can also stop building 
coal-fired power plants and focus 
on clean energy. Such measures 
would cut down tremendously on 
emissions.

�™����I�]�Z���J�H�!���l�]�^�X�]���h�i�V�c�Y�h���[�d�g���d�c�Z�"�Ò�[�i�]��
of global emissions, must do more 
to change the situation. Otherwise, 
countries such as India, Brazil, or 
China, which represents 22 – 23 
percent of the world’s emissions, 
will not be encouraged to take 
responsibility.

�™����8�d�j�c�i�g�^�Z�h���^�c���6�[�g�^�X�V���b�j�h�i���W�Z���a�^�[�i�Z�Y��
out of poverty. This action would 
not only have a positive impact on 
people in Africa but on the rest of 
the world as well. 

�™����>�i���^�h���^�b�e�d�g�i�V�c�i���i�d���X�V�c�X�Z�a���i�]�Z���Y�Z�W�i�h��
of the poor countries because they 
cannot pay without sacrificing the 
lives of their people, education, 
medicine and so on.

As African Wangari Maathai sums 
up: “What you are now experienc-
ing are things that we experienced 
a long time ago. So I think it is very 
important for the rich countries, for 
the twenty nations meeting, to real-
ize that we live in the same world 
and that the pains that are being felt 
today have been felt in poor coun-
tries for decades.”

Solutions within reach

Several solutions were presented during the concluding talk moderated by Margot Wallström. The participants were Johan Rockström, Wangari 
Maathai, Bill Clinton, Fredrik Reinfeldt and Tony Blair.

Focus on 
clean energy
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The aim of the Climate Event was 
to show the audience a vision of a 
world we could all live in with regard 
to prosperity and growth and still be 
in balance with nature. The Swedish 
Postcode Lottery wanted the audience 
to leave the event with a feeling of 
personal commitment to take action 
and contribute to turning the vision 
into a reality.

Everyone can do their part to con-
tribute. Business owners, politicians, 
individuals – everyone plays a vital 
role in stopping climate changes.
Bill Clinton, Tony Blair, Wangari 
Maathai and Fredrik Reinfeldt agree 
that the climate problem can be 
solved. The knowledge is there.

3.7 billion to charity so far
The Swedish Postcode Lottery con-
tributes by giving economic support 
to a number of organizations that 
are working every day towards a 
better environment. The World Wide 
Fund for nature WWF, Greenpeace 
and Peace Parks are some of the 

organizations that receive support. 
The lottery’s vision is to help build 
a better world for humans, animals 
and nature. It is a long-term task  
and the Postcode Lottery’s ambition 
is to donate 100 million Euros annu-
ally to good causes and to support 
even more organizations than it  
does today.
	 The Swedish Postcode Lottery 
is one of three Postcode Lotteries 
within the privately owned Novame-
dia group of companies which has 
its headquarters in Holland. Novame-
dia has, since the 1980s, developed 
and run charity lotteries with the 
purpose of contributing to a better 
world. So far the Postcode Lotteries 
has handed out over 3.7 billion Euros 
to charity.

Climate focus 2009 
In addition to donating money to 
charitable organizations, the Post-
code Lottery is an opinion leader that 
dares to take a position on important 
issues such as the climate prob-
lem. The Swedish Postcode Lottery 

decided to put the climate issue in fo-
cus for all of 2009. In addition to the 
Climate Event, the Swedish Postcode 
Lottery organized a seminar focusing 
on the climate during an important 
week-long meeting for politicians in 
Almedalen, Sweden, and it was the 
main sponsor of the Tällberg Forum 
which gathers politicians, business 
leaders and NGOs together annually 
to discuss pressing global issues.
	 During the climate meeting 
in Copenhagen in December the 
Postcode Lottery once again brought 
attention to the issue by organizing a 
high-level seminar with global politi-
cians and a photo exhibition by the 
internationally renowned National 
Geographic photographer and docu-
mentary filmmaker Mattias Klum, in 
order to clearly visualize the climate 
changes on Borneo.
	 The Postcode Lottery will contin-
ue to work towards a better world 
and contribute in our way. We hope 
you will also contribute in your own 
way. Together we can make a differ-
ence.

Inspiration to act
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Mixed Sources
Product group from well-managed
forests and other controlled sources
Produktgrupp från välskötta skogar
och annat kontrollerat ursprung
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svenska postkodlotteriet
P.O. Box 24297
SE-104 51 Stockholm
Sweden
 
Phone: +46 8 562 488 00
Fax: +46 8 662 58 70
E-mail: info@postkodlotteriet.se
www.postkodlotteriet.se
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